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SUBJECT: BUCARAM CONSTITUTIONALLY ALLOWED TO RUN 
REF: QUITO 2837 

1. THE SECOND OP THE COMMISSIONS DRAPTING ALTERNATIVE CONSTITU- 
TIONS VOTED, ON MAY 4, TO RECONFIRM THE MINIMAL PRESIDENTIAL 
REQUIREMENTS STATED IN THE CONSTITUTION OP 1945, THEREBY ALLOWING 
THE CANDIDACY OP POPULAR AND CONTROVERSIAL ASSAD BUCARAM. THE 
COMMISSION HAD BEEN CONSIDERING REQUIRING CANDIDATES TO BE OP 
ECUADOREAN PARENTAGE AND POSSESS A UNIVERSITY DEGREE, BOTH OP 
WHICH WERE IMPEDIMENTS POR BUCARAM. COUPLED WITH A PIRST 
COMMISSION DECISION NOT TO INCLUDE A PROVISO ON DUAL NATIONALITY, 
BUCARAM'S CANDIDACY WILL BE ALLOWED UNDER EITHER CONSTITUTION 
SELECTED IN THE UPCOMING REPERENDUM. 

2. THE SECOND COMMISSION ALSO APPROVED, ALONG WITH THE PIRST, 

A MEASURE THAT REQUIRES THE PRESIDENT TO BE ELECTED BY MAJORITY 
VOTE. WHILE MOST POLITICIANS CONCEDE AT THIS POINT THAT BUCARAM 
COULD WIN A PLURALITY ON THE FIRST BALLOTTING, ANTI-BUCARAM 
FORCES ARE ENCOURAGED TO BELIEVE THAT THEY COULD GANG UP AND 
DEPEAT HIM IN THE SECOND ROUND OP VOTING. 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 QUITO 03158 161608Z 

COMMENT: THE SURPRISING MOVE BY THE SECOND COMMISSION HAS 
PREVENTED THE UPCOMING CONSTITUTIONAL REPERENDUM PROM BECOMING 
A PRELIMINARY TEST OF BUCARAM’S VOTING. IT ALSO MAY HAVE 
PORCED THE MILITARY TO THINK ABOUT HOW TO COME TO GRIPS WITH 
THE BUCARAM PROBLEM MONTHS BEPORE ANTICIPATED. THEY MUST 
NOW BEGIN WEIGHING THEIR PLEDGE TO RETURN THE GOVERNMENT TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER AGAINST THEIR WELL-KNOWN ANTIPATHY TOWARD 
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